
American Medical Directors Association (AMDA). Managing diabetes in the long-term care setting. Columbia (MD): American Medical 
Directors Association (AMDA); 2002. 51 p. 

Managing diabetes in the long-term care setting

Assess for findings
possibly suggesting

diabetes

Determine whether the
patient has diabetes by

ordering appropriate
laboratory test

STEP 3

Is diabetes
present?

Screen high-risk
patients who have

not been diagnosed
with diabetes

STEP 2

Does testing confirm
the presence of 

diabetes?

STEP 3A

Assess the patient's 
hyperglycemia

STEP 4

Identify the cause(s)
of the patient's
hyperglycemia

STEP 5

Confirm the diagnosis

STEP 6

Evaluate the nature
and severity of

diabetic complications

STEP 7

Obtain input from
members of the

interdisciplinary team

STEP 8

Summarize the 
patient's condition

STEP 9

Develop an
individualized care plan

and define 
treatment goals

STEP 10

Address causes and
complications

STEP 10A

Use oral hypoglycemic
agents or insulin,

as indicated

STEP 10B

Implement the
care plan

STEP 11

Re-evaluate the patient
STEP 12

Monitor the patient's
blood glucose levels

STEP 13

Monitor the facility's
management of

diabetes

STEP 15

Monitor the patient who
is at high risk for

diabetes

STEP 14

STEP 1

NoYes

Yes No
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